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The Talimali Band of Apalachee

by Dayna Bowker Lee
P I # !
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The Kisatchie Hills

After being driven from their
village by Baldwin and his agents,
the majority of Apalachee sought
refuge in the Kisatchie hills where
they established two small
settlements. Jacquite Vallery led
the Sang-Pour-Sang village, and
his brother, Antoine Vallery, the
last traditional chief of the
Apalachee, established his
settlement on Bayou Cypre (G.
Bennett interview, March 10,
1998). Their brother, Jean Baptiste
Vallery I, remained with his family
and followers near the old
Apalachee Vvillage site around
present-day Colfax where they
eventually merged with other

multicultural communities. For the
remainder of the 19th century, the
Apalachee interacted with local
American Indian groups, as well as
their métis and Creole neighbors.
The also joined with mestizo
families once connected to the old
Spanish presidio of Los Adaes.
The Apalachee were the only
known tribal group to inhabit the
Kisatchie Hills by the middle 19th
century, and were probably the
Indians who staged a dance and
stickball game at the plantation
home of Ambrose Le Comte in
1863 (Bearss 1972:47). Planter
families  like the LeComte/
Hertzogs, LeCourts, and Chopins
became patrons and friends of the
tribe. After the Civil War, a few
Irish Catholics merged with tribal
families and became the conduit by
which goods like baskets, produce,
livestock, and cross-ties for the
railroad industry entered the
markets of Cloutierville. Ernest
Brossette, Caddo/French (métis),
and Josephine Pattie, Adaesafio
(mestizo — descended from the
families who once occupied Los
Adaes Spanish presidio near
present-day Robeline, Louisiana).

Photograph  courtesy of the
Talimali Band of Apalachee, tribal
archives.

Alfred Carnahan house, Sang-Pour-Sang
community, Kisatchie Hills. Photograph
courtesy of the Talimali Band of Apalachee,
tribal archives.

Francis
Kerry and
Ezzie
Basco.
Photograph
courtesy of
the Talimali
Band of
Apalachee,
tribal
archives.
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Mary Frances Vallery Kerry, also known as
Shalotte, daughter of Apalachee leader,
Benoist Vallery. A tall woman with a
commanding presence, Shalotte rode a
large white horse and oversaw the
communal fields. Here she is seen
harvesting corn. Photograph courtesy of the
Talimali Band of Apalachee, tribal archives.

A close relationship developed
between Jacquite Vallery and Dr.
Jean Baptiste Chopin, a planter in
lower Natchitoches Parish. Chopin,
a physician who came from France
in the early 19th century, married
Creole Julia Benoist, and estab-
lished a cotton plantation business
with her mother, Suzette Rachal
Benoist (Mills 1985:532). At the
beginning of the American Civil
War, Chopin sent his family to
France while he remained on the
plantation with a few servants
along with Jacquite’s son Benoist
Vallery, apparently named for
Chopin's wife's family. When Union
troops moved through the area and
began to seize and burn property,
they abandoned the plantation and
sought refuge “at Jacquitte's [sic]
place in the pine woods” (Rachel
Morris deposition, Chopin
Collection, October, 1882).
Jacquite’s log house still remains
standing on family land and is an
object of great cultural patrimony to
the contemporary tribe. By the
middle 19th century, the Apalachee
descendants formed three small
communities, the original two at
Sang-Pour-Sang and Bayou Cypre,
as well as a third settlement that

,04

grew up around the common
agricultural area at Yay-Yay Fields.

The cabin of Jacquite Vallery with whom
Dr. Chopin and his servants hid during
federal raids during the civil War. The
additions to the cabin were made later and
are used for storage. Photograph by Dayna
Bowker Lee, LRFP, NSU.

The villages were connected by
footpaths and were located about a
mile apart from one another.
Despite  increasingly = complex
ethnic blending, the three small
communities continued to function
as Apalachee tribal divisions. Upon
the death of a division leader, the
office passed to his son or
maternal nephew and the
community danced all night to
honor both the old and new leaders
(TK interview, 27 January 1998).
To be continued...This article is
one of a 4-part series. For
complete story as well as
additional photos and maps see
http://www.nsula.edu/regionalfolklif
el/apalachee/Epilogue.html Some
names are familiar such as
Brossett, Basco, Bynog, and
others, which appear in Cane River
Creole genealogy. Suzanne Basco
(1855-dsc) is the wife of
Reno/Renaud Beaudoin (1847-
1939). Their children are John
Albert Beaudoin (1871-dsc), Felice
Beaudoin (c.1872-dsc) married
Antoine M. Marinovich, Louise
Beaudoin (1877-1921) married
Lewis Emory Jones (son of Carroll
Jones and Catherine Clifton),
Celene Beaudoin (c.1878-1971)
married Francis Walter Delphin,
Idelle/Adel  Beaudoin  married
August (Gee-Tan) Rachal, Baby
Girl Beaudoin (1880-1880), a twin,

© +-5);64<745 =6> 8967>=@>5 );=$( A 0& +

Alphonse Beaudoin (1880-1966), a
twin, married Nettie Delphin, and
James Beaudoin, who died at age
18. See also

http://www.weyanoke.org/doc/W SJ
-ApalacheeTribe.doc, an article in
the March 9, 2005 Wall Street
Journal. NB: Reno Beaudoin also
married Adel LaCour and they had
several children. Nettie, Walter,
and my grandmother Essie Delphin
Balthazar Kirkland were siblings,
offspring of August Delphin and
Maria Louise Jones. Maria Louise
Jones Delphin was sister to Lewis
Emory Jones.
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Galveston  County  Health
District’'s CEO Receives
TALHO’s Top Award
AUSTIN, TEXAS (August 12, 2009).
The Texas
Association of Local
Health Officials
(TALHO) recently
recognized Galveston
County Health
Districts  (GCHD)

CEO and Health

Authority  with its
highest accolade for public health
servants. Among five finalists in Texas,
Harlan “Mark” Guidry, MD, MPH
received the 2009 Janet Emerson Public
Health Servant Award for almost two
decades of public service achievements
in public health and healthcare, most
recently, leading the public health
response to Hurricane lke (September
2008). TALHO presents this annual
tribute to a public health employee
within a health department in the State of
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Texas  who has  demonstrated
extraordinary performance with an
exemplary commitment to local public
health. A native of Port Arthur with

Louisiana roots, Dr. Guidry has a
distinguished public health care career
spanning from private occupational and
correctional medicine to Director and
Health Authority of the City of

Beaumont’s Public Health Department to
Texas Department of Health (TDH)
Regional Director in Houston serving 16
counties in Southeast Texas, to Interim
Associate Commissioner of Family
Health for TDH in Austin to his current

appointment in Galveston County. Dr.
Guidry graduated from medical school at
UTMB Galveston and was subsequently
trained and board-certified in Family
Practice. He completed a Master of
Public Health degree from the University
of Texas School of Public Health in
Houston. Dr. Guidry’s professional

career includes educating healthcare
professionals, strategic health planning,
academic appointments, many
professional associations, and a record o
credible leadership and public service.
Dr. Guidry's extensive experience
includes leading public health responseg
to many community threats, such as
meningococcal  disease  outbreaks,
syphilis outbreaks, human rabies, West
Nile Virus, infectious tuberculosis

through quarantine measures, and the
anthrax scares of 9/11. Specifically
recognized during TALHO's tenth
annual awards dinner was Dr. Guidry's
extraordinary  performance, critical
leadership, compassion and unwavering
commitment to Galveston County
throughout Hurricane Ike and the
recovery process. During the public
health emergency, Dr. Guidry led health
and medical responses in 14
jurisdictions. His leadership prompted
public health safety actions such as
issuing public health alerts and
advisories; Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) ambulance services;
environmental inspections (e.g., food,
water, septic systems, sanitation, etc.);
public vaccinations; animal rescues;
active surveillance of hurricane-related

,04

injuries and diseases; primary care clinic
services; and health and medical suppor
of a Galveston Island shelter. In
accepting the award, Dr. Guidry sdid,
dedicate this award to the public health
employees and community partners
who heroically responded to a myriad
of health challenges in the aftermath of
Hurricane IKE.” Hurricane Ike is the
third most destructive hurricane to ever
make landfall in the United States.
Currently, Dr. Guidry leads over 300
employees that provide public health and
healthcare services to the over 289,000
residents of Galveston County & Cities.
The Health District, governed by the
United Board of Health and the 4C's
Clinic Governing Board, operates two
(2) federally-funded community health
clinics, EMS ambulance services, and &
variety of public and environmental
health services. Ed. Note: Mark is the
son of Marilyn Goudeau Guidry of Port
Arthur. He is a Creole researcher whose
Cane River roots go back through the
Dupre, Metoyer, and LaCour lines.
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